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LETTER from the EDITOR 


“So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments 
which | am giving you today, that it may go well with you and 
with your children after you, and that you may 
live long on the land which the LORD your God 
is giving you for all time.’ 

—Deuteronomy 4:40 


Dear TWT Readers: 


We are so very delighted to share with you this extraordinarily special edition of The Whole Truth, honoring 
and celebrating one of God’s finest, Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr., for his 75 years of wonderfully blessed life. 
What a tremendous blessing he has been to each of us who is graced to work and serve under his incredibly 
capable and refreshingly progressive leadership. 


From Bishop Charles H. Mason to Bishop G.E. Patterson, members of the Church of God in Christ have been 
afforded by God many remarkable leaders who have set the bar particularly high. Our cherished Seventh in 
Succession is certainly no exception. 


Having been raised under the tutelage and covering of Bishop Blake at West Angeles COGIC, what I person- 
ally appreciate the most is the grace and humility with which I have witnessed him serve. The truly genuine 
love that he demonstrates for all people, no matter the status, simply cannot be conjured. 


If you think you know our illustrious leader well, you will learn just a little more about him in this issue; a 
snapshot of only some of his attributes, accomplishments and influences. You will be treated to a front row 
glimpse of his grand 75th birthday bash in “One Glorious Night to Remember” by David-George Newsome. 
You will also learn about his perfectly kept “secret weapon,” and will revisit some of the modest beginnings 
that molded him into the incomparable leader he is today. 


I count it a privilege to witness the ever-increasing legacy of Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr., his life and his 
impact. As we joyfully commemorate his 75th birthday, join with us in perpetual prayer for our leader, and in 


resounding declaration proclaim...LONG LIVE BISHOP CHARLES EDWARD BLAKE, SR::! 


With Gratitude, 


dy 0 


April Quillen 


TO REMEMBER 


The 75" Birthday Celebration 
of Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 


By David-George Newsome 
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Los Angeles, California —The place to be on the evening of July 31, 2015 
was the West Angeles Church of God In Christ, as there was a grand and 
glorious tribute to an incredible leader. Thousands of persons packed 
the Cathedral for a befitting celebration honoring the 
Most Reverend Charles Edward Blake, Sr. 

West Angeles is known as a place where stars come to worship; however, 
that Friday evening fully belonged to our presiding bishop, as he was 
celebrated as a husband, father, grandfather, brother, friend, pastor, 
confidante, leader and so much more. 


Let’s digress for a 
moment to the 
beginning . On August 5, 
1940 in Little Rock, Arkansas, the 
family of Reverend Junious Au- 
gustus Blake, Sr. welcomed into 
this world, Charles Edward Blake. 
The Blakes remained in Arkansas 
for a few years when Bishop J.A. 
Blake answered the call to move 
his family to San Diego, CA to 
pastor the Jackson Memorial 
Church of God In Christ. Bishop 
Charles __. Blake 
graduated 
from high 
school in 
San Di- 
ego. He 
met the 
neal love of 
his life 
ata 
youth 
con- 
_ ven- 
tion 
in Denver, 
Colorado and they were united in 
holy matrimony. He earned both 
a bachelor’s and master’s degree 


aunt 


before return- 
ing to San Di- 
ego to become 
the assistant 
pastor of Jack- 
son Memorial, 
working hand 
in hand with 
his father. 


In 1969, Bish- 
op Samuel M. 
Crouch select- 
ed the young 


Elder Charles Blake to become 
pastor of the 50 member West 


with the service of Bishop Charles 
and Lady Mae (his secret weapon) 
would be an understatement. 


Angeles Church of God In Christ. 
Bishop J.A Blake wanted his son 


to stay with him in San Diego, but THE NIGHT OF 
Elder Blake felt the call of God to CELEBR ATION 


go to Los Angeles. What a tre- 
mendous ministry that has devel- 
oped from that call as West An- 
geles now has more than 24,000 


members, 80 programs 
for the spiritual, physi- 
cal and emotional needs 
of the congregation, 
and is in a beautiful 
facility in the heart of 
West Los Angeles. To 
say that God is pleased 


When one looks at the ministry 
of Bishop Charles Edward Blake, 
Sr. in relation to West Angeles, 
you certainly understand why his 
church 


wanted 
to cel- 
ebrate 
his 75" 
birthday 


in a big way. West Angeles is to be 
commended for the wonderful cel- 
ebration they sponsored on Friday, 
July 312015: 


There was a dinner prior to the 
service for the out of town guests, 
held in the beautiful Crystal Room 
at the North Campus of West An- 
geles. There was also a red carpet 
entrance for those attending. Once 
inside the Crystal Room, you 
were warmly greeted by the host- 
esses and Bishop Charles Edward 
Blake, Sr. himself. Bishop Blake 
was very excited to see the many 
friends and COGIC officials who 
came across the country to par- 
ticipate in this special evening. I 
believe Bishop greeted everyone 
present, taking pictures and inquir- 
ing about the Lord’s goodness 
with all. Bishop Blake was soon 
joined by Lady Mae Lawrence 
Blake. Dinner was served and the 
Blakes made their rounds again. 


Our own First Assistant Presid- 
ing Bishop Phillip Aquilla Brooks 
II served as co-chair of the grand 
event, along with Mr. Earvin 
“Magic” Johnson, and they were 
accompanied by their lovely 
wives: Mother Dories Brooks and 
Sister Cookie Johnson. Some of 
the special guests attending the j 
celebration included: Apostle Fred 
K.C. and Lady Betty Price and | | 
Family (Crenshaw Christian Center, | 
Los Angeles); Bishop Harold Cal- 
vin Ray (the Vice Presiding Bishop 
of the Global United Fellowship 
of Churches); General Board 
Members: Bishop George Dallas 
(Attorney Barbara Warren) McK- 
inney, Bishop Frank Otha White, 
Bishop Ted G. (Mother Claretta) 
Thomas, and Bishop Lawrence 
M. (Lady Shirley) Wooten; the 
General and Assistant General 


Supervisors of the Department of 
Women: Mother Willie Mae Rivers 
and Dr. Barbara McCoo Lewis; 
National Board of Trustees Chair- 
man, Bishop Dwight E. Walls; 
Council of Pastors and Elders 
Chairman, Administrative Assis- 
tant Michael Eaddy; along with 
Departmental Leaders: Superin- 
tendent Linwood Dillard (AIM 
Chairman), Superintendent Elijah 
Hankerson (Evangelism President) 
and Dr. Judith Christie McAllister 
(Music President). 


THE CELEBRATION 
SERVICE 


After an opening prayer by Elder 
Charles Blake II and a scripture by 
Elder Lawrence Champion Blake, 
the West Angeles Mass Choir and 
praise dancers gave an exciting 
opening to the service. The opening 
selection epitomized the life of the 
presiding bishop: Praise the Lord! 
There were tributes from leaders 
of the local and national church, 
and excerpts from a BET Special 
on Bishop Blake was intertwined 
throughout the evening. 


A special tribute came after Lady 
Mae was introduced by the an- 
nouncer. What we did not know 
was that it was also a video tribute 
from a previous event that honored 
the presiding bishop. She talked 
about their meeting at the youth 
convention, his life as husband and 
father, his leadership and service 

as a pastor to thousands, and his 
service to the national church. 

She ended her presentation with, 
“Bishop Charles Edward Blake, 
Sr., I will continue to bow to you! 
I love you.” There were many 
“oohs and aahs” when the video 
finished. 


The children and youth of West 
Angeles were not left out. There 
was a video tribute followed by a 
live segment where literally hun- 
dreds of young people appeared to 
show their love and admiration for 
their beloved pastor. They ended 
with a special selection. 


A highlight of the evening came 

to us by way of the International 
Minister of Music/President of the 
Music Department, the one and 
only, Dr. Judith Christie McAllister. 
It was certainly befitting that she 
would be present as she served as 
the director of Worship and Arts 
for West Angeles for 17 years 
before moving to Nashville. She 
began with one of Bishop Blake’s 
signature songs, “I Just Want to 
Thank You.” She then shared some 
classic praise and worship music 
that had everyone on their feet. 
The after praise was priceless. 
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THE OFFERING 


It is no secret that many successful, 
African-American stars and 
professional athletes attend West 
Angeles. Samuel L. Jackson, 
LaTanya Richardson, Courtney 

B. Vance, Angela Bassett, Judge 
Mabeleine Ephraim, Stevie Won- 
der....the list goes on and on. One 
special couple that attends West A 
and are very active is Mr. Earvin 
“Magic” Johnson and his lovely 
wife, Cookie. Mrs. Cookie John- 
son serves on the West Angeles 
Board of Directors. 


Bishop Blake asked that all pro- 
ceeds from his birthday tribute be 
used to help eradicate the mort- 
gage on the West Angeles Cathedral. 
As a matter of fact, the week of 
July 31“ was the first of many 
events to be held over the next 
four years to erase the mortgage. 
The Johnsons made a significant 
pledge to assist in this effort. 
There was a goal for the birthday 
weekend of $1 million dollars. In 
addition to their significant pledge, 
the Johnsons said that they would 
make up any deficit that evening 
to reach the goal. 


After a very personal and touching 
testimony from Cookie Johnson, 
Magic introduced Bishop Blake 

to have remarks. The two of them 
talked for a few minutes prior to 
Bishop coming to the microphone. 
You could see the excitement in 
Bishop’s face. He proceeded to 
the microphone to announce that 
Magic and Cookie were led to just 
give the million dollars and that an 
offering would not be necessary! 
A praise broke forth instantly! 
When composure returned to the 
service, Bishop Blake then said 
that there may be some people 
who came determined to give a 


aie 


special offering that evening. The 
gold envelopes went up and began 
a great wave. He then said if you 
just want to give, bring your offer- 
ing to the altar from wherever you 
are. There was an organized flood 
of saints bringing their offering. It 
was a tremendous sight to see. 


THE WORD 


Bishop Blake is many things and 
an incredible preacher is one of 
them. However, if you have ever 
been present in a service when 
Bishop is not the messenger, you 
will see that he enjoys a good 
message as well. His birthday 
service featured a powerful word 
from a powerful preacher. Pastor 
Rick Warren, pastor of the 30,000 
member Saddleback Church, was 
the guest preacher for the evening. 
After a very powerful selection 
from the Saddleback Gospel 
Choir, Pastor Rick began with 
several complimentary remarks 
about the lifework of Bishop 
Blake. He then said that his mes- 
sage that evening would focus on 
three attributes that were evident 
in Bishop Blake’s life: integrity, 
humility and generosity. 


e Love people, use things. 

e Money is a tool. 

e Divert daily: everyday divert 
attention from yourself and to God. 
e Withdraw weekly, you must 
have one day per week where you 
withdraw from life’s hustle and 
bustle and refocus. 

e Abandon yearly: every year look 
to abandon things and people that 
do not lead you to God and His 
plan for your life. 

e Ministry is taxing....you must 
rest. 


e God’s purpose in our life is to 
make us holy, not rich and famous. 
e Galatians 5:22 is the perfect 
picture of Jesus. 

e Trials are designed by God to 
draw us closer to Him. 
Temptations are designed by the 
devil to draw us away from God. 
e Our gifts are for the benefit of 
others, not ourselves. 

e A shortcut is never a benefit to 
God. 

e A sin may be private but it is 
never personal. 

e Integrity is more than being 
honest...it is to be whole. 

e Humility does not deny 
weaknesses, but highlights our 
strengths. 

e Generosity means that you are 
freely sharing what you have. 


July 31,2015 will go down in 
COGIC memory as one of the 
significant days in the life of our 
church, as it was the day that we 
collectively thanked God for the gift 
that is known as The Most Reverend 
Charles Edward Blake, Sr. TWT 


If you would like to participate 
in the giving in honor of Bishop 
Blake’s birthday, please visit the 


West Angeles website: 
www.westa.org. 


David-George Newsome is a former 
resident of Muskegon, MI who now resides 
in San Diego, CA. He is a member of 

St. Stephen's Cathedral Church of God 

In Christ in San Diego (General Board 
Member Bishop George Dallas McKinney, 
pastor). He is married to Melba White 
Newsome, the father of two: James (wife, 
Shantelle) and JaMel, and grandfather of 
one, JaMilah. 


| PRESIDING BISHOP CHARLES E. BLAKE, LADY MAE, 
AND THE WEST ANGELES CHURCH FAMILY 
MOST GRATEFULLY AND HUMBLY SAY 


Shank You 


TO EVERYONE WHO RESPONDED 
| TO THE INVITATION TO CELEBRATE WITH US 
| AND FOR YOUR GENEROUS LEGACY GIFT! 
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Lady Mae Lawrence Blake: 
The Presiding Bishops 
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For the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty through God to the 


pulling down of strong holds. 
—2 Corinthians 10:4 (KJV) 


» 


In celebration and honor of the 75" birthday of Presiding Bishop 
Charles Edward Blake, Sr., The Whole Truth reached out to his loving wife of 
more than 48 years. First Lady Mae L. Blake is a phenomenal woman of God. 
While he is undeniably great (since 2007, Ebony has recognized him as one of 
the 100+ most influential African Americans), she is gracious and graceful. Wise, 
witty, and beautiful, Lady Mae L. Blake’s presence and undying support of her 
husband and spiritual leader would boost any man’s confidence and self-esteem. 
However, God did not create her for just any man. She was created to work 
alongside the 7" presiding bishop of the Church of God In Christ, Bishop Charles 
Edward Blake, Sr. Although some may view the life of Lady Mae symbiotic with 
the most influential spiritual leader in the nation, she does not allow his prestige 
or her position to get in the way of her calling as a Christian, wife, mother, and 
friend. 
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and implement his dreams and visions. I am his 
“secret weapon” because people don’t factor in 
my involvement in his life when accessing his 
potential. 


Working alongside her husband, who is 
also the pastor of West Angeles Church of God in 
Christ in Los Angeles, CA, Lady Mae’s dedica- 
tion to the church is illustrated through her teach- 


ing, community support, and 
encouragement to women from 
all walks of life. In addition to 
being the author of “A Class 
Act” and “A Class Act II,” writ- 
ten to enhance the wisdom and 
etiquette of believers, Lady Mae 
founded and directs the Women 
Affairs Organization at West 
Angeles. The organization’s mis 
sion is to provide direction to an 
sponsor activities for women in 
the church. 

A mother of three, Lady 
Mae was quoted in the spring 
2011 edition of Emotions Mag- 
azine applauding her husband: 
“Bishop and I have always had, 
and still have, a wonderful mar- 
riage. He has always been gra- 
cious, kind, and attentive. He 
still opens car doors, and pulls 
out chairs for me. He treats me 
like a queen, and I respect and 
honor him.” 

No wonder Bishop 
Blake fondly refers to her as his 
“secret weapon.” Her profes- 
sionalism and demeanor gives 
him a special advantage over his natural oppo- 
nents, and her love of God and command of the 
Word is advantageous in the spiritual realm. When 
asked to give us insight on Bishop Blake’s endear- 
ing use of the term “secret weapon” to describe 
her, Lady Mae provided the following responses: 


TWT: Why does Bishop Blake refer to you as his 
secret weapon? 


Lady Mae: Because it is common to project 
an individual’s strength by looking at him alone. 
Those who look at Bishop Blake alone forget that 
he is part of a team. I and many others support 


*... My husband 
remains my 
‘top quality 

Superior warrior 
and fearless 
gladiator!’”’ 


TWT: Do you feel that you are a 
reflection of that title? Why or 
why not? 


Lady Mae: Yes, because I 
have supported every dream and 
will gladly continue to sup- 

port every dream and any and 
all projects that Bishop Blake 
chooses to initiate. 


TWT: How would you complete 
the following sentence? While 
I’m Bishop’s secret weapon, he’s 
my ------- ? 


Lady Mae: As stated on 
several occasions, my husband 
remains my “top quality superior 
warrior and fearless gladiator!” 


TWT: As his “secret weapon,” 
what would you say is your 
greatest impact on him or his 
ministry? 


Lady Mae: Others have 
shared that there is a special abil- 
ity within me to see the best and 
bring out the best in others. 


Many have testified that Lady Mae Blake 
does just that. Unlike many high profile couples, 
the Blakes provide accolades of strength, instead 
of focusing on deficiencies. Their love for each 
other truly makes them a formidable team. After 
all, a warrior is only as good as the weapons he 
has in his arsenal and Bishop Charles E. Blake, 
Sr. has a formidable “secret weapon” in the 
beautiful person of Lady Mae Lawerence Blake. 
TWT 


Leonitta Turner is the director of Human Resources for 
Dorchester County Government, St. George, SC. 
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hroughout the sweep 
of human history, spiritual and 
political crises have functioned 
to produce new leadership for a 
given generation. During such 
periods, God raises up leaders 
to be sources of inspiration and 


witness. In the crucible of a great 


the Reverend Martin Luther King, 
Jr. During the late fifties and six- 
ties, King was the singular voice of 
conscience, but by the end of the 
Civil Rights Movement, a new and 
deeper understanding of the spiritual 
nature of the struggle was required. 
By the time King died, the Black 
Church was witnessing the decline 
of a liberal theological framework, 
which had no spiritual or political 
strength to inspire a younger genera- 
tion. They were already in revolt 
against the old vision. 

God had already begun 
to prepare a son of Pentecost, a 
disciple of holiness, to accept 
the mantle of the movement’s 


legacy. This is the meaning of the 


President of Morehouse College, 
observed: “Within the Black 
Church the nineteenth century was 
the age of the AME, the twentieth 
century was the age of the Baptists, 
and the twenty-first century will be 
the age of the Pentecostals.” 

It would take forty years for 
the Holy Spirit to prepare the people 
for whom the mantel had been 
passed and to raise up the right man 
for the task. It was a calling which 
would require the revolutionary 
power of Pentecost, with signs and 
wonders following. It was designed 
to bring deliverance to the multi- 
tudes of black people. 

During this period, Charles 
Edward Blake, Sr. was quietly 
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human tragedy, He anoints some- 


one to be a voice of conscience for 
the voiceless: the widow and the 
orphan. Few aspire to this cross 
of defending the poor. Thus it is, 
in the strictest sense of the word, 
a calling; one that requires excep- 
tional integrity, courage, and a 
wisdom which comes from above. 
We give due honor to just such an 
individual, our Presiding Bishop, 
Charles Edward Blake, Sr. 

The most obvious example 


of such an individual is, of course, 


location and message of King’s 
last sermon, preached at Mason 
Temple Church of God in Christ. 
In this farewell from the pulpit of 
the mother church of Pentecost, 
the Holy Spirit foreshadowed the 
transfer of the vision to the sons 
and daughters. As it says in Joel 
2:29: “I will pour out my spirit 

on all people and your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, and your 
old men will dream dreams and 
your young men will see visions.” 
And as Robert M. Franklin, former 


building his community-serving 
West Angeles Church of God in 
Christ. Membership, originally 50 
strong, exploded in the seventies. 
This was accompanied by equally 
impressive ministerial growth 
and an extensive building project. 
West Angeles COGIC’s ministries 
include the West Angeles Bible 
College and a full-time Counsel- 
ing Department. As the number of 
services rose to five each Sun- 
day, the 5,000-seat West Angeles 
Cathedral was completed in 2001. 
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Currently, membership at West 
Angeles Church of God in Christ 
exceeds 26,000. The church has 
been recognized as one of the fast- 
est growing churches in the nation, 
with more than eighty ministry 
and outreach programs, including 


television and radio broadcasts. 


he most prominent out- 
reach service is the West Angeles 
Community Development Corpo- 
ration, which was founded in early 
1994. Its mission is to address the 
mounting problems of poverty and 
injustice in the surrounding com- 
munity. As the developer of nearly 
$50 million of real estate, and 
manager of nearly a dozen pro- 
grams, the CDC’s operating budget 
grew from $100,000 in 1994 to 
nearly $2.1 million in 2011. 

These extraordinary 
achievements were a prelude to 
a ministry with global impact. 
In the late nineties, like King in 
Montgomery, Blake was alerted 
to a global crisis by Pentecostal 


activists and intellectuals. He was 
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chosen because of his irreproach- 
able moral character, his singular 
leadership abilities and his intellec- 
tual acumen. In early 1999, Bishop 
Blake, with this team, began 
organizing around the AIDS orphan 
crisis in Africa. This resulted in 
unprecedented media and govern- 
mental response, which gave inter- 
national prominence to the issue. 
Exactly one hundred years 
after W.E.B. DuBois convened the 


first Pan-African Congress to ad- 
vocate for blacks on the continent 
and beyond, Bishop Charles Blake, 
Sr. established the Pan-African 
Charismatic Evangelical Congress. 
Its mission is to mobilize black 
churches in the U.S. to advocate 
for more humane foreign and 
development policies in Africa, on 


such issues as the AIDS crisis, debt 


relief and fair trade policies. 

In 2001, Bishop Blake 
founded Save Africa’s Children 
to provide concrete humanitarian 
support for 340 AIDS orphan care 
projects in over 23 countries on 
the continent of Africa. Blake’s 


prophetic call bears repeating: 


“When a future generation of 


black scholars conducts their his- 
torical research on the moral and 
political life of U.S. black lead- 


ership in the final decade of the 
twentieth century, how shall they 
judge our performance regarding 
the AIDS holocaust in sub-Sa- 
haran Africa? What verdict will 
our descendants render upon their 
ancestors if we stand by silently as 
a generation of African children is 
reduced to a biological underclass 


by this sexual holocaust?” 


SS ee 


t home in the U.S., Bishop 
Blake was still defending the cause 
of the needy. On April 4 2008, he 


convened a Pan-African leadership 
summit to present an urban domes- 
tic policy agenda to the Church of 
God in Christ. He advocated for 

its adoption by the larger black 
church as well. The plan was a five 
point urban initiative that consisted 
of mentoring, crime prevention, 
employment assistance, family 


and fatherhood skills, and financial 


literacy programs. 

In summary, Charles 
Edward Blake, Sr. has emerged as 
a new prophetic voice. To quote 
Reverend Al Sharpton, “Not 
only is Bishop Blake the presid- 
ing bishop of the Church of God 
in Christ, but he has emerged as 
the prelate of Black America.” 
Looking forward, Bishop Blake’s 
achievement constitutes a model 


for a Pentecostal political theology 


of Christian Pan-Africanism. 


Bishop Blake is taking the church 


in a new direction. He is expand- 
ing our understanding of holiness 
to include the biblical concept of 
justice. He is underlining the fun- 
damental role of the power of Pen- 
tecost in achieving both. Through 
it all, he has borne witness to the 


truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


PPT Gch 
EDWARD 
BLAKE, SR. 
HAS EMERGED 


AS A NEW 
PROPHETIC 
VGICE, 


It is into the potent manifestation of 
this tri-partite ministry of holiness, 
justice and supernatural gifts that 
Bishop Blake is called to lead us. 
TWT 


Bishop PA. Brooks is a Church of God in 
Christ General Board member, where he 
serves as First Assistant Presiding Bishop. 
He is the prelate of the Michigan North- 
east Jurisdiction and pastor of New St. 
Paul Tabernacle COGIC in Detroit, MI. 
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astor Smokie Norful, a two-time Grammy and Dove 
Award-winning gospel artist, pastor of Victory Cathedral 
Worship Center in Bolingbrook, IL (with three campuses 
and a fourth to open in October), and aTBN monthly 
host, went through a nightmarish ordeal to attend 
Bishop Charles E. Blake's 75" birthday celebration. After several delayed 
flights, cancelled flights, missed connections to meet up with his daughter 
whose flight was also cancelled and re-routed to California, Pastor Norful 
managed to fly into Orange County, rent a car and drive to Los Angeles 
just in time for the celebration. The Whole Truth magazine recently inter- 
viewed Smokie Norful to learn about his special relationship with his friend, 
Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 


TWT: You went through so many 
obstacles to be at Bishop Blake’s 
celebration. Why was it so impor- 
tant for you to be there? 


NORFUL: For one thing I 


don’t ever want to cancel. It’s 
never going to be my first inclina- 
tion. I’m always trying to struggle, 
to strive, because I count every op- 
portunity to minister and witness 
the gospel in song, preaching the 
Word or in teaching as a blessing 
and an honor to be asked. So my 
thing is, I know the enemy, his 
whole tactic is to upset the plan of 
God. So I want to make sure I’m 
fighting against him. It wouldn’t 
have been acceptable of me to 

pull the plug and just cancel. But 
what really, really motivated me, 
beyond anything else, was what 
would Bishop Blake think? When 
we had hiccups throughout our trip 
in South Africa, Bishop Blake was 
relentless in his efforts to try. At 
every obstacle, he would not give 
up. His demeanor was always on 


the behalf of the people he was 
leading and also serving. My af- 
finity for him, my level of appre- 
ciation for the church and because 
it was such a special celebration, 
a special milestone, I was going 
to move heaven and earth to try to 
get there, to be with Bishop. 
When I first started in the 
music industry, my first manager 
was a member of West Angeles. I 
was introduced to Bishop Blake’s 
ministry by coming out to Califor- 
nia, working and trying to record 
and establish my music career. I 
was actually working on the CD, 
I Need You Now. So before I was 
a celebrity, before anybody knew 
my name, before J Need You Now 
came out to the rest of the world, 
the first place I ministered it open- 
ly, or publicly, was at West Angeles 
on a Sunday morning. I had the 
privilege of ministering at West 
Angeles back when there were five 
services at the old location. 
Singing at West Angeles 
is still an exciting thing. When- 


ever West Angeles calls, I really 
know it’s Bishop Blake, because 

I happen to know I’m his favor- 
ite gospel artist, and that means 
everything to me. So whenever 
my office says Bishop Blake needs 
you, my first inclination is what do 
we have to move, what do we have 
to shift, who do I need to call and 
tell them I’m not going to make it, 
or who do I need to make conces- 
sion for? Whatever it is, because 
he is such an incredible person, 
just to be around him, to be in 

his presence and to experience 

the ministry he has built with his 
hands and with his heart. 


TWT: How has Bishop Blake 
influenced you personally? 


NORFUL: He’s an amazing 


pastor, husband, father and friend. 
The accolades could go on and on. 
Everything he does, he seems to 
do amazing things with it. I respect 
him so highly and regard him so 
greatly. From day one I’ve just 
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watched his ministry, his adminis- 
trative style, his heart and love for 
people; his passion and his humil- 
ity. When we traveled together, 

it was amazing to see somebody 
who has accomplished so much 
and who pastors a mega, mega 
church and ministries, with all of 
the celebrities there and yet, he’s 
so humble. As an example - we 
were on a long layover in the Lon- 
don airport on our way to South 
Africa. Bishop had traveled busi- 
ness class. He had a pass to go to 
the airline’s business class lounge. 
There was a group of us and we 
could not get into the lounge. 
Instead of Bishop saying, ‘I’ll see 
you later,’ Bishop said, ‘No, ll 
stay and eat with you all.’ 

We went to the food court. 
Bishop sat down with his tray of 
food and ate with everybody else 
that was on the trip. Little things 
like that set a precedence to not 
allow the fame and success cloud 
your judgment and you become 
disconnected from reality, discon- 
nected from your past, disconnect- 
ed from who you have been called 
to be —but to remain humble be- 
fore God. God continues to elevate 
Bishop. He continues to lift him 
to higher heights. It’s evident that 
the Word works, that God is real 
and that He’s faithful to his Word, 
which is, “If you humble yourself, 
He will exalt you.’” 

So yes, Bishop has been 
a great influence on me. He has 
been a great supporter of my musi- 
cal career. I’ve sang several times 
at the convocation and at the ban- 
quet. A lot of my sales success has 
been because he has allowed me a 
major platform. I appreciate him 
for the sales of this project, Forever 
Yours. It’s a blessing to have him 
as a friend, for sure. For him to 
call me his friend means every- 
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thing. I don’t think you can find a 
more powerful, loving, compas- 
sionate man, full of integrity, to 
call you friend, other than Jesus 
Himself. 


TWT: As the special musical guest, 
what did you enjoy most about 
Bishop Blake’s 75" Birthday Cel- 
ebration? 


NORFUL Just seeing the 


people give honor to whom honor 
was due; whether it was through 
songs, or celebrities who were 
members of the church give their 
financial support, or tributes that 
were given through local bishops 
and jurisdictional pastors. Lady 
Mae’s speech. Judith McAllister 
came and paid tribute to Bishop. 
She served as minister of music 
at West Angeles for many years. 
Drs. Fred and Betty Price stayed 
through the entire service...Rick 
Warren, everyone did an amazing 
job. The thing I appreciated the 
most about the event was seeing 
people give honor to whom honor 
was due, and Bishop Blake is cer- 
tainly due a great deal of honor. 
Another thing I want to 
say is that you can’t honor Bishop 
without honoring his wife. She is 
an amazing part of his success. 
She’s quiet; she’s stunningly 
beautiful, inside and out. My fond- 
est memory of her is after one of 
the worship experiences singing 
at West Angeles. I went upstairs 
where they serve their guests. 
There were a lot of people spread 
out all over the office. I was sitting 
down at a desk and I started to get 
up to fix me a plate. Sister Blake 
made me sit down. She said, ‘No, 
no, no, sit down, sit down.’ And 
I said, ‘Oh no, I cannot let you 
fix me a plate.’ And she said, ‘Sit 
down.’ She gave me that motherly 
sit down and I said, ‘Yes ma’am.’ 


So I sat down. She went over, 
fixed my plate, brought it back, 
sat it down on the desk and said, 
‘Now, you sit here at Bishop’s 
spot, eat this and enjoy yourself.’ 
She patted me on the back, went 
on and started serving other peo- 
ple. I was so moved and amazed. 
I couldn’t believe the humility, 
not just from him, but even from 
her. They are the perfect couple, 
the perfect template, design and 
example of what it is to love God 
and to love each other. 


TWT: Your church has an initia- 
tive called Give Yourself Away. 
Was that program patterned after 
Bishop Blake’s Save Africa’s Chil- 
dren foundation? 


NORFUL: Taking from 


Bishop’s lead, he’s always been 
concerned about the plight of 
humanity, whether it’s in Africa, 
Compton, Inglewood, or across 
the globe as the presiding bishop. 
He’s always compassionate and 
concerned about the welfare of 
underserved and underprivileged 
people. The strength of West 
Angeles has been their heart and 
love for the community. So I have 
taken from his lead and the lead of 
Christ Himself, in implementing 
that same principle and practice 
in my ministry and my life. GYA 
is the acronym for Give Yourself 
Away. We ask each member to 
donate forty hours a year to serve 
others. 


TWT: If you could describe Bishop 
Blake in one word, what would 
that word be and why? 


NORFUL You’ve asked an ; 
impossible question to answer. 
Bishop Blake is so full of godli- i 
ness that even God is described ' 
with more than one word. The 


fruit that God produces is more 
than one word; patience, longsuf- 
fering, temperance, gentleness, 
and so on. Everything that comes 
from the fruit of being in God can- 
not be wrapped up in one word. So 
the same thing is applicable with 
Bishop. He’s a wonderful counsel- 
or. He’s a phenomenal friend. He’s 
an awesome man of God. I would 
be hard pressed to find one word 
to describe this man. 


TWT: What did you find most 
inspiring about your trip to South 
Africa with Bishop Blake? 


NO REUL The respect they 


paid to Bishop Blake was remark- 
able. The people were honoring 
him in such a phenomenal way. I 
remember there was a local bishop 
who had such a great respect and 
affinity for Bishop Blake and the 


work he was doing in Africa. He 
and the other clergy were in their 
episcopal clergy attire, clerical 
collar and purple shirt. They were 
nicely suited. It was a very for- 
mal service, but I never saw this 
coming. I don’t even think Bishop 
Blake saw it coming. They sat 
him down in a chair on a stage in 
front of a large congregation. They 
brought out a pitcher of water and 
sat it at his feet. The local bishop, 
a prominent figure in that region 
and our host, got on his knees, 
took Bishop Blake’s shoes and 
socks off and began to wash his 
feet. Then, he dried Bishop’s feet. 
But what was more amazing and 
remarkable was when the bishop 
tried to put Bishop Blake’s socks 
and shoes back on. Bishop Blake 
said, “Oh no, no, no.’ Bishop 
Blake lifted the bishop off the 


ground, sat the bishop in the chair 
and washed his feet. That was the 
most amazing thing I’ve ever seen 
in my life. I said to myself, “This 
is a man of God.’ 


Smokie Norful has been 
married to his lovely wife, Carla, 
for seventeen years. They have 
three children. He is celebrating 
ten years as pastor of the Victory 
Cathedral Worship Center. His lat- 
est album, Forever Yours, can be 
found on his website: www.smok- 
ienorful.com, or online. TWT 


Marion McNair is an Evangelist-Mission- 
ary at West Angeles COGIC (Los Angeles, 
CA) where she sings in the Mass Choir 
She also teaches Biblical Studies at the 
Lynwood Women's Century Regional 
Detention Facility (CRDF). 
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Tribute to Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 
By Queen Esther Phillips 


The man of God, strong and courageous | 
Unafraid to stand firm in a spiritual fight |. 
Whatever the challenge or the uncharted course | 
You walk by faith not by sight. | 

| 

| 

| 


The man with vision, wise and Spirit-filled 
Not abusive of power or filled with pride 
However the Holy Spirit directs 

You lead God’s people as He is your guide. 


The man of compassion, kind and humble 
Giving unselfishly from your heart 

Making a difference in this troubled world 
You are a servant leader divinely set apart. 


The man of commitment, extreme and loyal 
Prayerfully leading a generation to answer the call 
Seeking to globally advance Christ’s Kingdom 

You exemplify gratitude for Christ’s sacrifice for all. 


The man of distinction, visible and persuasive 
Not arrogant or demanding of your right 
Whatever the recognition or the honor 

You present Jesus Christ as your Glorious Light. 


The man of inspiration, creative and encouraging 
Always reminding God’s people of a better day 

Now is the opportune time for us to say... 

Seventy-five looks good on you... 

But, we see you in the future and you look much better 
than you look right now. 


THE Wiebe RUT tas 


oday we see the title and 
hear a lot about servant 
leaders. But what does it 
really mean to be a servant 
leader? Servant leadership 
by definition is a philoso- 
phy and set of practices 
that enriches the lives of 
individuals, builds better 
organizations and ultimately creates a more just and 
caring world. This is a person that gives of himself 
for the betterment of others, pushes past mediocrity 
to exceptional, speaks up for those who cannot, and 
leaves the world in a better place than they found it. 
It takes an extraordinary person to wear the 
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title of servant leader well. We have such a per- 

son in our midst, Bishop Charles Edward Blake, 

Sr. God has blessed Bishop Blake with a profound 
sense of care, humility, and strength to walk out the 
tremendous task of not only being the overseer of 
his home but also his local church, and the Inter- 
national Church of God In Christ. Bishop Blake’s 
heart reaches around the world. He gives of himself 
to countless individuals that may never have the 
opportunity to say, ‘thank you.’ 

Locally, Bishop Blake has served on numer- 
ous boards and committees aimed at strengthening 
Christian leaders. He has poured out decades of 
wisdom, ensuring the preparedness of the next gen- 
eration of clergy. This, undoubtedly, has strength- 


ened Christendom. He has served as an Advisory 
Committee member of the Pentecostal World 
Conference, a member of the Board of Directors 

of International Charismatic Bible Ministries, and 
as the founding chair of the Board of Directors for 
the C.H. Mason Theological Seminary. Also to his 
charge, Bishop Blake was the founder and co-chair 
of the Los Angeles Ecumenical Congress (LAEC), 
an interdenominational coalition of religious lead- 
ers and pastors. He has served as a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Board of Directors, and 
as a board member of the Board of Directors for the 
Interdenominational Theological Seminary, and as 
chair of the Executive Committee, and as a member 
of the Board of Directors of Oral Roberts Univer- 
sity. 

In 2009, President Barack Obama sought out 
and appointed Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake 
to serve on his 25-person White House Advisory 
Council on Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partner- 
ships. This appointment shows the national reach 
that Bishop has had by simply doing what he loves 
to do...serve others. 

Always having a heart for people, Bishop 
Blake can be found speaking up for those that can- 
not. He was chosen as one of four individuals to 
speak at the Democratic National Convention’s first 
ecumenical service. Here, Bishop’s platform was 
promoting a spiritual stand as a pro-life Democrat 
and challenged both Democrats and Republicans to 
protect the rights of the unborn and born alike. 

Servant leaders are relentless in their pursuit 
of humanity for all, especially those that cannot 
help themselves. Bishop Blake’s heart ever grows 
for our brothers and sisters on the continent of 
Africa. There is a special place in his heart for or- 
phans that have lost their mothers and fathers to the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic. Because of this plight, Bishop 
Blake founded and is president of the Pan African 
Children’s Fund (PACF). Save Africa’s Children, 

a program of PACF, provided support to over 420 
orphan care programs, 200,000 children and 24 


nations throughout sub-Saharan Africa. 

With such a shepherd as this, I appeal to 
you to catch the vision of servant-hood. Genesis 
4:9 reads, “Then the Lord said to Cain, ‘Where is 
your brother Abel?’ ‘I don’t know’, he replied. ‘Am 
I my brother’s keeper?” When you read on in this 
passage, we find that the Lord’s response was very 
clear... YES WE ARE! We are to be God’s hands 
and feet to the world, helping those in need. 

Matthew 25: 34-40 reads: “Then the King 
will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the 
world. For I was hungry and you gave me some- 
thing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me some- 
thing to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me 
in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick 
and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me.’ Then the righteous will answer 
him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 
you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 
When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, 
or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we 
see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ The 
King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.’” 

We must reach the world and care for those 
that are in need. Start by praying that the eyes and 
the ears of the Body of Christ be opened to see the 
need and then get involved. Look for ways to pay 
it forward. Good places to start include local food 
banks, seniors centers, after school programs, and 
of course, the local church. There is always a need 
and it’s usually closer than you think! We are ever 
grateful to Bishop Charles E. Blake for demonstrat- 
ing to the world this very notion as a truly remark- 
able and inspiring servant leader. TWT 


Monique Eaddy resides in Philadelphia, PA and is a regular, 
guest contributor of The Whole Truth magazine. She is a 
member of Abundant Life Healing Fellowship Church. 
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“And say to Archippus, 
Take heed to the ministry which 
thou hast received in the Lord, 
that thou fulfil it’ (Colossians 
4:17). This is a charge that Bishop 
Charles E. Blake, Sr. has been 
fulfilling since he began serving 
in the ministry in San Diego, CA 
under his father, the late Bishop 
J.A. Blake. Minis- 
try work is not for 
the faint of heart. 
We have a schem- 
ing adversary to 
the ministry of 
God who will try 
to discourage us 
and get us to quit. 
Despite challenges 
and even concerns 
for his own per- : 
sonal safety, Bishop | 
Blake has accom- 
plished much and 
given much in the 
service of the Lord. 
The legacy of his 
service and min- 
istry will serve as 
an inspiration and 
module for suc- 
cess and growth to 
many ministers for 
years to come. 

The journey 
to achievements 
often begins with 
laboring in obscu- 
rity. That is the 
place where char- 
acter, integrity, and 
sincerity are molded, shaped and 
refined. David herded sheep before 
becoming a king. Gideon was the 
least in his father’s house when the 
Lord called him to smite the Midi- 
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anites and judge Israel. Bishop 
Charles E. Blake came from Little 
Rock, Arkansas and went on to 
become the presiding bishop of an 
organization of more than 6 mil- 
lion members. None of these men 
of God were born into prominence. 
Like his predecessors, Bishop 
Blake answered the call by God to 


LAKE 


By Elder Rick D. Cunningham 


serve and lead God’s people. 
Appointed as the pastor of 
the West Angeles Church of God in 
Christ in 1969, Bishop Blake be- 
gan as overseer with just 50 mem- 


bers. West Angeles COGIC began 
experiencing a steady membership 
growth in the 1970s which necessi- 
tated a move to the 3045 Crenshaw 
Boulevard location in Los Angeles, 
CA in order to accommodate the 
rapidly multiplying ministry. The 
hands of growth continued to be 
upon West Angeles COGIC under 
Bishop Blake’s 


leadership and once 
again, relocation 
became a neces- 
sity. The location of 
Crenshaw and Ex- 


position Boulevards 
was chosen and 
construction began 
on a new house of 
worship. On April 
| 28, 2001, the first 
service was held in 
the new 5,000-seat 
West Angeles Cathe- 
dral. Bishop G.E. 
Patterson preached 
the message to a 
rejoicing West An- 
geles membership. 
Bishop Blake has 
steered the growth 
of the church from 
50 members to now 
more than 24,000 
members. Modern 
technology has 
helped the church’s 
outreach ministry, 
delivering church 
services to homes 
via internet, radio 
and television. 

Growing a church member- 
ship and building a new sanctu- 
ary were not the only focuses of 
Bishop Blake. His vision included 


taking the message and work of 
God outside of the United States. 
He understood that ministering 
was more than talking. Ministry 

is also giving assistance to those 

in desperate need of assistance. 
Bishop Blake founded Save Afri- 
ca’s Children, a charitable program 
of the Pan African Children’s Fund 
(PACF). As the Chief 
Executive Officer, he 
provided support for 
over 200,000 chil- 
dren in need. Save 
Africa’s Children 
served children in 
400 orphan care 
programs. It also 
helped bring aware- 
ness to the AIDS 
epidemic in Africa 
that was destroy- 

ing many families. 
Its outreach efforts 
expanded through- 
out Africa, helping 
more than 23 na- 
tions. 


Bishop 
Blake’s achieve- 
ments are recog- 
nized beyond the 
religious community. 
His leadership skills 
and humanitarian- 
ism has brought him 
honors from notable 
business, political, and social 
organizations. In 2009, President 
Barack Obama invited him to 
serve on the White House Advi- 
sory Council on Faith-Based and 
Neighborhood Partnerships. He 
received the Distinguished Lead- 
ership Award from the African 
Presidential Archives and Research 


Center at Boston University. Also 
included in his honors and awards 
is being named an honoree in the 
Arkansas Black Hall of Fame. 
From his appointment as 
pastor of West Angeles COGIC 
to becoming the jurisdictional 
bishop of the First Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction of California, to being 


His Ministry 


AFRICA’S 


and Service 


a member of the COGIC General 
Board, to his current position as 
presiding bishop, Bishop Charles 
Blake has never lost focus of 

the fact that the church is about 
people. He has built his ministry 
around servicing people. He has 
directed his efforts toward commu- 
nity outreach as presiding bishop 


and has implemented initiatives to 
assist urban communities. Some of 
his positions have been criticized 
but he has maintained the vision 
with which he started. 

As we look over the legacy 
of Bishop Charles E. Blake, the 
words of David will undoubtedly 
be attached to his ministry: “Now 
these be the last 
words of David. Da- 
vid the son of Jesse 
said, and the man 
who was raised up 
on high, the anointed 
of the God of Ja- 
cob, and the sweet 
psalmist of Israel, 
said, The Spirit of 
the Lord spake by 
me, and his word 
was in my tongue. 
The God of Israel 
g said, the Rock of 
Israel spake to me, 
He that ruleth over 
men must be just, 
ruling in the fear of 
God. And he shall 
be as the light of 
the morning, when 
the sun riseth, even 
a morning without 
clouds; as the tender 
grass springing out 
of the earth by clear 
shining after rain” 
(2 Samuel 23:1-4). TWT 


Elder Rick Cunningham is the author of 
“Making Choices In Christ: Moving Beyond 
Self Destructive Choices and Behavior.’ 
and the chairman of the Florida Central 
Second Ecclesiastic Jurisdiction Pastors and 
Elders Council. 
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LEGACY ofa 


By Missionary Sandra Thompson Williams 


He’s been called a great 
preacher, referred to as a powerful 
bishop, and admired as a builder 
of a grand cathedral. But those 
who know him best appear more 
excited when describing Bishop 
Charles E. Blake, Sr. as an anoint- 
ed worship leader. Portraying 
Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. as a 
musician is accurate, in one sense, 
but fails to capture the extent of 
his God-given talents and special 
musical aptitude. 

The beloved bishop and 
leader of the 6.5 million member 
COGIC denomination began as a 
humble piano player who directed 
choirs throughout his California 
jurisdiction where he serves. He 
was known for playing from the 
“Gospel Pearls,” an early 20th 
century hymnal containing sa- 
cred songs that were endeared to 
Bishop Blake. 

“Our Bishop loves songs 
that are melodic yet describe 
who God is.” said Jason White, 
Executive Director of Music and 
Worship Arts for West Angeles 
COGIC. White recalled fondly 


pastoring, he played 
_for the church’s 


that Bishop Blake taught him in 
his early career that music should 
be descriptive with a skill set. He 
said Bishop believes in a good 


melody but loves strong 
lyrics as well. 
Bishop Blake 
is both a singer and 
pianist and is trained 
to read music. Dur- 
ing his early years of 


Bible Band. His 
interest in music did not decline 
when his preaching ministry 

increased with the growth of the 


church. Like King David, he 
understands that if you can lead 
the people in worship, you can. 
lead them in battle. He followed 
the example in | Chronicle 16:4, 


“And he appointed certain of the - 


Levites to minister before the ark 

of the Lord, and to record, and to 

thank and praise the Lord God of 

Israel:” 
Bishop Blake is known 

to be fond of the musical contri- 


Smallwood, 


and Gloria 
Gaither and 


The common 
denominator 
for each of these 

writers includes 
powerful lyrics 
and memorable 
melodies. Bishop 
Blake is also a fan 
of anthems. He 


butions of Richard _ 


Kurt Carr, Bill 
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Andraé Crouch. 


loves to bragonthe ...._ §} 


power and might of the Almighty 
God. He is credited with introduc- 


ing songs such as “He Cannot 


Fail” and “Jesus We Worship You” 


to audiences to usher in the pres- 
ence of God. : 

White recalls that Bishop 
Blake has always challenged 
him and the other West Angeles 
worship leaders, such as Patrick 
Henderson, Judith McAllister 
and others, to choose songs that 
are simple and melodic. “Bishop 
_ believes the simplicity of songs 
should cause others to join in. 
Music should not cause people to 
be spectators but to engage.” 

Dr. Judith Christie McAI- 
lister totally agrees with the 
involvement of the congregation. 
McAllister served in numerous 
positions with the West Angeles 
Music Department before being 
promoted to the Director of Music 
and Worship Arts. She held this 
position for many years before 
being appointed the International 
Music President for the Church of 
God in Christ. McAllister wit- 


praise and worship throughout 

the national church and beyond. 
McAllister said she learned from 
Bishop Blake that lyrics are the 
key to asong. If you can’t sing a 
song without music, it’s not a very 
good song. 

“Bishop Blake taught me 
that we don’t have David’s music 
but we have his words,” McAl- 
lister said. “That changed the way 


that I write a song,” she continued. 


“There is so much I have learned 
from Bishop Blake. Through him 
I was taught that every culture has 
music. He said we should use it as 
a tool because music takes down 
your defenses and disarms you.” 
There are so many remark- 
able music highlights that have 
been a part of Bishop Blake’s 
musical career. This includes . 


singing on a 2005 Grammy Award 


nominated project by Jason White 
titled No Limits. _ 

“I am excited to hear 

what God i is Saying in this season 


“Bishop believes the simplicity of songs shows cause others to ep in. 
Music should not cause people to be spectators but to ease. 


nessed the style of praise and wor- 
ship evolve at the West Angeles 
Church. 

“Bishop Blake created 
the current praise and worship 
atmosphere that we experience 
today,’ McAllister said. “He saw 
something on the horizon that he 


wanted to tap into,” she explained. 


“There was a lot of resistance 
when he first introduced this wor- 
ship style into our church. But 
in 1990, the first Saints in Praise 
album was released and took the 
nation by storm.” 

McAllister credits Bichon 
Blake for changing the face of — 


~ American Church, especially 


bn ee ? MoAllic 
ter said. “I will never forget that _ 


Praise and Worship in the African 


COGIC, was birthed in the heart : 
of Bishop Charles E. Blake,” she 
said. “I would not be who I am to 
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principles of how to reach the world for Christ. This study series is an 
xcellent tool to help develop Missions outreach within one’s community. 
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